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Abstract

Drought is one of the hazards that directly affects the lives of rural people.
Accordingly, the present study aims to investigate the level of farmers' perception of
drought, to identify the measures taken by rural people in managing and coping with
drought, and to measure the impact of these measures on the adaptation of these
communities to drought hazard in the villages of Kakhk rural district. This study has a
descriptive-analytical design and data collection was conducted using the survey
method. First, the research indicators and variables were extracted to design the research
tool, i.e., the questionnaire. In the survey phase, the data were collected using a
researcher-made questionnaire. The statistical population includes 197 farmers from the
Kakhk rural district. According to the results, on average, the variable of farmers'

1. This article is an excerpt from the first author's master's thesis submitted to Ferdowsi University
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perception of drought, as well as farmers’ measures in economic-livelihood, socio-
behavioral, infrastructural and agricultural-exploitation areas, is lower than the median
(3) and therefore below average. This indicates the limited and faint role of these
measures in coping with drought. The economic variable has the highest average (2.42),
wielding the highest impact in drought coping. The evaluation of the adaptation variable
suggests that farmers' adaptation is above average. The results of the regression test on
evaluating the impact of these measures on the adaptation variable show that these
measures explain about 50% of the variance in the adaptation variable, and the model fit
is fairly high.

Keywords: Local Communities, Adaptation, Drought Management, Kakhk Rural
District, Resilience.
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Abstract

Today, urbanization is growing at a faster rate in developing countries than in
developed nations. The rapid expansion of urban populations and extensive migration to
cities, particularly in developing regions, presents myriads of challenges to urban
planning and the provision of social welfare. Among these challenges, marginalization
(informal settlements) has emerged as a major consequence of this accelerated growth,
producing a multitude of economic and social problems that demand serious attention
from authorities and policymakers. In Iran, following the 1979 Revolution and the
subsequent eight-year Iran-Iraq war, structural changes in the country prompted
unbridled urban sprawl and marginalization, which influenced the socioeconomic
conditions of people in these informal settlements. This phenomenon has profoundly
impacted the economy and social fabric of individuals residing in these areas. The
objective of this research is to analyze the effect of informal settlement on urban poverty
within the informal settlement of Mashhad. This is an applied study with a descriptive-
analytical design and data are gathered through both library research and field surveys
(questionnaires). The statistical population of this study comprises all citizens, of whom
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a sample of n= 196 was determined by Cochran’s formula to fill out the questionnaires
that were randomly distributed in the informal settlement of Mashhad. Descriptive and
inferential statistics (correlation and multiple regression analysis), and the VIKOR
method were used for data analysis. The results suggest that the economic indicator is
among the most fundamental factors cited by residents of informal settlements.
Furthermore, the findings exhibit a strong correlation between indicators of poverty and
informal settlement. The intensity of this relationship varies across different indicators:
economic (0.845), social (0.821), environmental (0.562), and physical/spatial (0.689).
Additionally, the regression model fit shows that marginalization indicators explain
0.726 of the variance in the dependent variable (growing poverty) within the informal
settlements of Mashhad.

Keywords: Informal Settlements, Urban Poverty, Economic, Social, and Physical
Indicators, Prediction, Informal Settlement of Mashhad.
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Abstract

Given the high potential of activities in the agricultural sector, empowering rural
women in the cultivation and production of medicinal plants would be an appropriate
strategy for improving the social and economic status of rural women. However, a
review of studies shows that scant attention has been paid to this issue. Considering that
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari Province is one of the hubs of medicinal plant production in
Iran, this study aims to present an empirical model of the determinants of rural women's
empowerment in the medicinal plants sector in this province. This is a quantitative-
applied study that combines descriptive-analytical methods with structural equations.
The statistical population includes all rural women in Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari
Province, among whom a sample of 209 individuals was surveyed. SPSS and Amos
software were used to analyze the data. The results showed that the four dimensions of
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rural women's empowerment in the medicinal plants sector (economic empowerment,
social and cultural, environmental, and individual and psychological dimensions) are
undesirable. The main determinants of rural women's empowerment in the medicinal
plants sector are: formation and development of cooperatives, efficient government
support, classes and training courses, land ownership, and income. The final model
indicates that these factors explain 70% of the variance in the dependent variable.
Practical recommendations, such as targeted allocation of bank credits, development of
multi-purpose cooperatives, and organizing skill-oriented training courses, can enhance
empowerment. By focusing on the climatic capacities of the province, this research fills
a research gap in this field and could serve as a basis for policymaking.

Keywords: Rural Development, Rural Women's Empowerment, Medicinal Plants,
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari Province.
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Abstract

Identifying the factors influencing the development of urban tourism facilitates
planning for urban development. The interaction between tourists and host communities,
along with the creation of tourism spaces, is the result of traveling to urban areas with
diverse motivations, visiting attractions, and enjoying tourism-related facilities and
services. These processes have undeniable impacts on various economic, social, cultural,
and ecological dimensions. The aim of the present study is to explore the role of urban
tourism in the sustainable development of Shirvan City in North Khorasan Province. In
this applied research, a descriptive—analytical approach has been adopted. Data were
collected using a questionnaire. The statistical population consisted of two groups: the
first group included residents over 20 years of age in Shirvan City, with a total population
of n=56,271 people based on the latest national census. Using Cochran’s formula and a
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CI=95%, a sample of 384 respondents was selected. The second group comprised 50
tourism experts in Shirvan County, who were randomly selected and surveyed. The
results suggest that for the economic, physical, and environmental development indices,
the significance level was above 0.05, indicating that, to both citizens and tourism
experts, urban tourism has not played a significant role in the economic development of
Shirvan. Urban tourism has a pivotal role in the socio-cultural and environmental
development of Shirvan. Finally, in examining the relationship between urban tourism
and the dimensions of sustainable urban development in Shirvan based on the views of
the two groups of citizens and experts, a T-value above 1.96 was obtained. Hence, in
light of the results, it can be posited that there is a statistically significant relationship
between urban tourism and the dimensions of sustainable urban development.

Keywords: Tourism Development, Urban Tourism, Sustainable Urban Development,
Shirvan City.
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Abstract

Uneven development of the national space and the development gap between
different regions of a country can have adverse political-security consequences for a
country and detrimental economic and social effects for people. In this paper, 9 border
provinces and 5 central provinces of Iran are evaluated and compared in terms of 30
development criteria. The data was extracted from the national official statistical
sources, which were then converted into indicators based on models. Then, a measure
called "Province Index" was determined by multiplying the number of indices by the
number of the studied provinces (14x30 = 420), and the relevant values were put into a
matrix with 420 cells and subjected to analysis and interpretation using some central
tendency statistics. Findings showed that the values of central provinces in the 69
province indices and border provinces in 34 province indices were higher than the
average in all provinces. This implies that the non-border provinces are much more

1. Corresponding Author. Email: fasihi@khu.ac.ir

m ©2024 The author(s). This is an open access article under the CC BY license:

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

How to cite this article: Fasihi, H., Parizadi, T., Kolyaei, A. and Najafi, F. (2025). Analysis of
Development Inequalities between the Border and Central Provinces of Iran. Journal of
Geography and Regional Development, 23(3), 125-154. Doi: 10.22067/jgrd.2025.89192.1467



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Journal of Geography and Regional Development Vol 23, No. 3 (2025) — Serial Number 52

developed than the border provinces. The mean value of 20 of 30 indicators is higher in
the central provinces than in the border provinces. The difference in mean indicators
suggests the central provinces have a more desirable status in some indicators. Also, on
average, the non-border provinces ranked lower in all indicators (-1.38), revealing that
they are less developed. The development gap is reflected in population shifts from
border provinces to non-border provinces, because from 2011 to 2016, the border and
non-border provinces recorded positive and negative migration rates, respectively.
Findings also shed light on provinces that should be given priority for each indicator to
ensure a balanced development.

Keywords: Development Gap, Spatial Inequality, Border Provinces, Iran.
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Abstract

Considering the interplay of social interactions and environmental security,
especially in a specific cultural context, can offer new insights and broaden the literature.
This study aims to develop a conceptual model of the relationship between the indicators
of sociable spaces and security in residential complexes. This is an applied study with a
descriptive-analytical design. The study data were collected using both library research
and a field survey. In the qualitative part, an interview was conducted by presenting
open-ended questions to a group of specialists and experts in this field (n=30). After
collecting the data, the answers were coded and entered into the MAXQDA 2020
software, and finally, the research indicators were obtained. In the next step, data
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collection was conducted according to the research questions using a 5-point Likert-scale
questionnaire. The statistical population of the study consists of people living in the
residential complexes of Kasra, Azadi, Rezvan, Rahan, Hasht Behesht, and Zeytun in
Kermanshah, which consists of 6588 people. A sample size of n=364 people was
estimated using the Cochran formula. Data analysis revealed that in residential
complexes, physical factors and their characteristics, such as space form, legibility,
continuity, permeability, scale, light and brightness, contribute to natural monitoring. In
these cases, the necessary condition for monitoring was light and brightness. According
to the respondents, the main variable "characteristics of social spaces" had a positive
relationship with the dependent variable "social security of Kermanshah residential
complexes".

Keywords: Social Space, Security, Social Interactions, Residential Complexes, Kermanshah.
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Abstract

Rural cooperatives have long served as supportive institutions for development in
line with government policies to improve livelihoods, production conditions, service
provision, income levels, and the overall social well-being of local communities.
However, there are some challenges facing the expansion of these institutions that need
to be addressed. This study aims to analyze the perceptual differences of rural
stakeholders regarding obstacles to cooperative development across four macro planning
regions of Gilan Province, as defined in the provincial regional development plan. The
statistical population includes experts, specialists, and members of rural cooperatives.
The sample consisted of 23 experts, 18 specialists from the Departments of Labor,
Cooperatives, and Social Welfare in the counties of Gilan Province, and 236 cooperative
members. Data was analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistical methods. The
results of the Friedman test identified five key components as the major obstacles to
cooperative development: economic (3.58), institutional-managerial (3.00), legal (2.87),
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awareness (2.86), and socio-cultural (2.69) components. Additionally, according to the
binomial test findings, more than 50% of respondents believed these factors play a
significant role in hindering cooperative development. Furthermore, statistically
significant differences were observed between perception levels of the population in the
five categories (identified obstacles and challenges) in three groups of respondents
across four planning regions of Gilan Province (western, central, eastern and southern
regions). These findings highlight the importance of prioritizing key obstacles and
incorporating spatial and regional differences in stakeholders’ perceptions when
formulating effective development strategies for rural cooperatives.

Keywords: Rural Stakeholders; Rural Cooperatives; Gilan Province.
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Abstract

The city entrance, as a showcase of cultural identity and character, represents the
unique personality of each city. City gateways, as one of the key components of a city's
spatial-physical structure, have often been transformed into fragmented and chaotic
spaces with no identity due to the arrangement of incompatible, uncoordinated, and
unorganized land uses. This is an applied study with a descriptive-analytical design. The
goal is to evaluate the quality of Shirvan city entrances from the perspective of citizens
and travelers. Data are collected using both documentary analysis and field methods. In
the documentary section, the data for formulating theoretical foundations and research
background are obtained by reviewing books, articles, theses, reports, research projects,
and statistical yearbooks. Furthermore, to understand physical and visual characteristics
and gather the opinions of travelers and visitors, field methods including observation
and questionnaires are employed. The data analysis is conducted using descriptive and
inferential statistical methods, including mean comparison tests, in SPSS software.
Seven variables were examined in this paper: attractive elements and landscapes,
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disturbing elements, respondents' feelings upon entering the city, and the physical
characteristics, hospitality, legibility, and distinctiveness. The results obtained from a
random sample of 350 people revealed that the quality of the Mashhad entrance is
significantly higher than the Bojnurd-Shirvan entrance. The score of the Mashhad-
Shirvan entrance was above average in all dimensions, while the Bojnurd-Shirvan
entrance, except for legibility and hospitality, was rated below average. The unfitting
land uses, such as auto repair shops and disturbing industries, along with a lack of
welfare services and irregular advertising billboards, are the main challenges facing the
entrances to Shirvan.

Keywords: City Entrance, Quality Assessment, Visitor Perception, Shirvan City.
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Abstract

Rural development, due to its multiple dimensions, has a multi-sectoral nature, and
for this reason, several and diverse stakeholders, organizations, and institutions,
including governmental, public, private, and non-governmental organizations, can have
a part to play and exert an impact. Hence, one of the main conditions for efficient
management and planning in rural development is cooperation and cohesion of
stakeholders. Network analysis is a method well suited for identifying and assessing the
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level of cooperation and cohesion of organizational stakeholders. The present study was
conducted to analyze the model of the cooperation network of organizational
stakeholders in rural development in Qazvin province. This is an applied study with a
descriptive and analytical design. Semi-structured interviews were used to collect data.
The statistical population of the study consisted of 36 organizations and institutions
involved in rural development of the province. Network analysis indicators at both
macro and intermediate levels, and UciNet and NetDraw software were used for research
analysis. The results showed that despite the importance of cooperation between rural
development stakeholders, it is still undesirable at the provincial level. Accordingly, the
network density is 37.3%, the transferability is 27.2%, and the network size is 47% of
the total links, indicating poor stability and low institutionalization of links in the
cooperation network. Also, most of the established links among stakeholders suggest
high concentration on external links (46.77%) compared to internal links (32.08%),
which exhibits the pivotal role of central actors in network links. It is also the main factor
underpinning the weak level of cooperation and convergence in the rural development
network of the province. In this regard, promoting and improving convergence in the
cooperation network and strengthening the position of intermediary organizations are
considered key strategies to foster the cooperation network of rural development
stakeholders in Qazvin province.

Keywords: Cooperation Network, Rural Development, Rural Stakeholders, Network
Analysis, Qazvin Province.
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Abstract

Industrialization and economic growth lead to the production of more waste across
the world. The efforts of governments and policymakers for urban waste management
have paved the way for the development of green entrepreneurship. In the meantime,
Kermanshah city has been unable to make significant progress in businesses related to
this field due to the large quantity of waste produced. Therefore, the present study aims
to investigate solutions for the development of green entrepreneurship in the field of
urban waste management in Kermanshah. This study was conducted using a mixed
exploratory approach with the fuzzy Delphi technique. The study population consisted
of all key informants in the subject of research in Kermanshah city. The documentary
analysis and field survey methods were used for data collection. In the qualitative phase,
the data collection included document analysis, in-depth and semi-structured
interviews, and field note-taking. The quantitative phase covered a questionnaire
obtained from the qualitative phase. Data analysis in the qualitative and quantitative
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parts was conducted by content analysis and fuzzy Delphi, respectively. According to
the findings, the solutions for developing green entrepreneurship in the field of urban
waste in Kermanshah are as follows in order of importance: a specific strategic plan for
green entrepreneurship, creation of green entrepreneurship infrastructure,
empowerment of the private sector, improvement of the waste management system,
cultural factors, educational factors, marketing and expansion of the market for green
products, improved financial support, organizational factors, enforcement of laws and
regulations, and interaction with research and academic centers and relevant
organizations. Finally, it should be noted that to develop green entrepreneurship for
urban waste management in Kermanshah, all these solutions need to be integrated into
a single set, with the absence of each causing problems for green entrepreneurship.

Keywords: Green Entrepreneurship, Urban Waste Management, Sustainable
Development, Kermanshah.
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