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Abstract

This study aimed to identify the supportive discourses of developing tourism
activities in forest regions of Ilam province and answer the question whether these
discourses are aligned with the goals of sustainable development in long run. The
statistical population of the descriptive-exploratory study included some locals,
entrepreneurs, public and private officials, practitioners of the tourism sector,
academicians, and environmental NGO members. Purposive sampling was
employed. Q analysis of data identified three distinctive discourses, each of which
has assessed the tourism development in a different point of view, whereas they
acknowledge the importance of oak forests. The first one is “sustainable rural
tourism entrepreneurship” that allows and enables an effective form of tourism
policy making and implementation process that is simultaneously considering the
lives of local residents, sustainability of natural environment, and the balance of both
development and conservation. “Strictly conservative” discourse rejects any touristic
utilization of the forests and the third prosaic perspective does the complete opposite
with a positive attitude towards tourism in large scale with national concerns. “Mass
tourism development” perspective necessitates both infrastructure and diplomacy for
its development. Recognizing the constructive elements of diverse viewpoints,
integrating their commonalities, and making necessary adjustments on their
contradictions is a long-term collaborative process toward a comprehensively
development of communit-based tourism and environmental sustainability ending to

strike a balance between multiple and sometimes inconsistent objectives.

Keywords: Tourism, Discourse Analysis, Q Methodology, Oak Forests, Ilam
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Abstract

The possibility of using equally of all the facilities of city is all residents’ significant

demand. The main barrier to it, however, is human and environmental problems in cities.

So, living in city imposes some duties on citizens. In addition to the duties and that law

determines for all citizens, they assume the right to the city for achieving an ideal life.

Analyzing the livability indicators by taking the right to the city can solve many urban
problems and make citizens satisfied. This study tried to analyze the impacts of different
components of the right to the city in western cities of Mazandaran province. The first
statistical population of the descriptive-analytical study is consisted of citizens of Baldeh,
Kajur and Pool. According to the 2016 census, the cities have a population of 7240. The
sample size was determined to be 365 people using Cochran’s formula. The second
statistical population of the practical study was urban experts of these cities. Twenty five
experts were selected according to Delphi technique. The results of Friedman test and one-
sample t-test showed that according to the significance level of the test less than 0.05
(which is equal to 0.001), regarding the socio-cultural dimension Baldeh with a rank of 2.14
is the highest, and regarding economy dimension, Kajur with a rank of 2.34 have the
highest rank among the west cities of Mazandaran province. Moreover, regarding the
physical-biological dimension, considering that the significance level of the test is more

than 0.05 (and the score of the dimension is 0.302), even though Kajur, Baldeh and Pool
have different ranks, because this difference is not significant, they have equal ranks.
Among the dimensions, the physical-biological dimension has the most importance.
Moreover, the results of the Kruskal-Wallis test on comparing the opinions of citizens and

experts regarding the social-cultural, physical-biological, and economic dimensions of
understanding the right to the city, showed that the status of the dimensions is the same

from the citizens and experts’ perspective. Some suggestions were then made in this regard.
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Abstract

Since the world has changed drastically in various issues, the development and expansion
of informal settlements have also been changed. The formation and typology process of
informal settlements has changed and become more complex. The situation necessitates
futures study on the development of informal settlement. Using futures study theory, this
study investigated into the development of informal settlements and tried to present
possible futures scenarios in 2031 horizon. The possible scenario will be on controlling the
expansion and development of the settlements. The data of the descriptive-analytical study
were obtained through field and documentary studies. Cross-effects analysis method and
scenario wizard software were used to analyze the variables. Using the options of scenario
wizard software, 3 strong scenarios, 4 static scenarios, and 5 critical scenarios were

extracted. The results showed that the status of 27% of informal settlements in the futures

will be favorable and 67% will be static and critical. Tehran metropolis will face with three
category of scenarios on the development of informal settlements in the futures. The most
suitable scenario category is the first one. The category is based on the design and suitable
impact of policies and programs for providing housing, and for recognizing informal
ownership, its complete control, planning based on the development of settlements to
enhance the safety of the neighborhoods, and establishing effective communication
between the councils and people to solve residents’ problems. The solutions for promoting
the development of informal settlements are: making the ownership of lands formal,
establishing an organization for organizing informal settlements to reduce the multiplicity
of administrative works and lack of coordination, and creating inexpensive housing.

Keywords: Futures Study, Informal Settlement, Scenario Writing, Tehran Metropolis,
MICMAC
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Abstract

Tourism industry is now paying more attention to tourist congestion. The issue is making
tensions in urban and rural tourism destinations between residents of local communities and
tourists. As destinations that often encounter some challenges of tourist congestion, coastal
destinations need integrated and dynamic management and planning for maintaining and
developing them. This study tried to explore various dimensions and components of tourism
congestion using smart tourism approach. The aim was to reach a management model for
tourism destinations. Two interview and questionnaire were used for the mixed study to
collect the required data. For the qualitative part, 21 people were selected and interviewed
with a semi-structured interviews and in 271 tourism officials and activists were selected to
answer questionnaires for the quantitative part. The data obtained from interviews were
analyzed using thematic analysis method by MAXQDA. Finally, 193 open codes, 18 central
codes and 3 selective codes were extracted. The results showed that tourism congestion
management has “supply”, “demand “and “structural/ administrative” dimensions and each
of them has six indicators. Moreover, significant areas of improving management activities
were determined using the importance-performance matrix. Regarding the total effects, the
administrative/structural dimension is the most significant (b=0.57) and tourism demand has
the highest performance score (c=64.61). For managing tourism congestion some issues are
prior regarding improving the performance: administrative and structural factors and
government and smart governance structures (b=0.25), the locals’ environmental and

psychological tolerance capacity of (b=0.34) and seasonality of tourism (b=0.39)
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Tourism Development, Tourism Demand, Coastal Destination
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Abstract

Local village markets are create a fundamental transformation in the function,
production, employment, and change of the economic and physical structure of
villages. The advantage of markets is direct supply of manufactured products and
the reduction of sales and marketing costs of farmers due to the direct sale. This
research tried to locate local rural markets, which are considered to be among the
most effective methods of rural development. Questionnaire was used to collect the
data. Applying Cronbach's test, it was proved that the questionnaire has good
reliability with a value of 0.853. The data were analyzed by Spss software using
Friedman test, decision tree, and k-means cluster methods. The results showed that
out of 68 indicators, the average ranking of indicators related to tourist attractions,
activities related to the market, and agriculture and horticulture ranked 1 to 3,
respectively. Based on the decision tree analysis, 31 villages were classified in the
appropriate category for the establishment of permanent local markets. The
clustering analysis based on the impact factor placed 2, 25 and 5 villages in priority
1 to 3 for implementing the local market. Based on the results, 20 villages were
found suitable for establishing a local road market and 89 villages were found
suitable for the establishment of periodic local markets. Moreover, in each of the
selected villages that benefit from ICT services and their residents have electronic

literacy, virtual markets that have no borders and restrictions can be established.
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Abstract

Such issues as increase of population, industrial development, illegal harvesting,
increase in cultivated areas, and drought have increased the use of underground
water resources in recent years and the level of underground water is decreasing
every day. Therefore, the identification of underground water resources, its optimal
use and its management will result in sustainable use of the precious resources.
Weighted overlap analysis using multi-criteria decision-making techniques
(MCDM), fuzzy hierarchical analytical process (FAHP), GIS, and remote sensing
knowledge were used to find the potential of underground water resources in
Saqqgez city watershed. The data of 740 wells and 14 geological, meteorological,
topographical, hydrological and environmental parameters were prepared and
processed by GIS to produce a potential map of underground water resources. By
using the system performance curve (ROC) for verifying, the potential map of
underground water resources was estimated. By analyzing the distribution of
existing open wells, the value of AUC = 83.7% shows that the model has
successfully predicted groundwater. Statistical analysis showed that 8.74% and
18.48% of the total area of Saghez city are in very good and good potential area,
and 31.48% and 34.25% are in the medium and poor potential area, respectively,
and 7.05% are in the area with very poor potential. The findings will help policy
makers and managers in planning and sustainable managing of groundwater

resources.
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Abstract

The main challenges in inefficient urban textures are economic, social, cultural,
physical, and spatial poverty of their residents. Applying empowerment strategy
when facing with urban poverty is one of the approaches taken in many cities. The
poverty of inefficient textures reflects shortcomings and failures of governmental
policies and is considered among the main factors of anomalies in urban relations.
Identifying strategic and key effective factors, this study aimed to formulate
probable scenarios for the empowerment of the inefficient poverty texture of Naft
Shahr of Abadan in 2041 horizon. The data were obtained by using interview with
the experts and Delphi method. The main factors were detected, refined, or mixed
in two steps. At last, 50 factors and main processes were detected and their mutual
effects were determined through questionnaire and analyzed by Micmac. Finally,
15 factors were identified as strategic and key propellers. Next, the empowerment
scenarios of the poor residents of Naft Shahr’s inefficient textures were identified
by mixing Cross Impact Analysis method and Scenario Wizard. Fifteen scenarios
have very high intensity in the probability of occurrence so that their scores is
between 17 and 25. Validated by experts, four scenarios were created. Then the
state of each scenario was depicted by graphical model in GIS considering the
extracted indices. It seems that the state of “corruption” and “price of house”
indices will increase in all mentioned scenarios. Even the most optimist analyses
don’t predict a management in political-economic field free from corruption in

Naft Shahr.
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Abstract

Marginal settlement is now among the problems that most cities of the world
encounter. This study tried to explore the role of local business development in
increasing employment in the marginal areas of Sa’di county of Shiraz. The
statistical population of the causal descriptive study includes all residents living in
the marginal area of Sa’di Township over diverse time periods. The size of the
sample was determined by Cochran's formula. The participants were selected non-
random purposeful method and random cluster sampling method. The reliability of
the questionnaire that was tested by Cronbach’s alpha is 0.86. The results showed
that the role of local business development in increasing employment in the
marginal areas of Sa’di Township Shiraz can be explained. In other words, by the
development of local business, employment will increase. One can also conclude
that considering the average ranking of such internal components as support-
persuasion, infrastructure, and financing factors, they have different priorities and
every of them affects the employment. It is suggested that the citizenship rights of
the residents of the marginal areas of Sa’di Township be accepted officially in
economic, social, and physical planning and in allocating financial credits and
loans to increase employment. It is also suggested that Unemployed and low-

income groups be considered in different plans of Fars Province.
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Abstract

The main goal of this research was identifying effective sea level circulation
patterns in creating atmospheric rivers associated by heavy rains in lran.
Precipitation data were obtained from the Iranian Meteorological Organization and
atmospheric gridded data including specific humidity, zonal wind, meridional wind
and sea level pressure were obtained from the European Center for Medium-Range
Weather Forecasts (ECMWEF) for the period 1988-2018. The data were analyzed
using the 99th percentile to identify heavy rains, integrated vapor transport (IVT)
was used to identify atmospheric rivers, principal component analysis with S array
and Varimax rotation was used to reduce variables and Ward Hierarchical
Clustering Analysis was used to identify effective circulation patterns. From 13
principal components as inputs of cluster analysis, 5 main circulation patterns were
obtained which were effective in heavy rains caused by atmospheric rivers. The
results showed that the atmospheric rivers are mainly effective in 50% of the
events under the influence of strong and relatively strong Sudanese low pressure.
Moreover, Siberian and Tibetan high pressures are observed in most of the patterns
and western high pressures are observed in some of them, which have often
extended to the borders of Iran and show their influence on Iran. The influence of
southern low pressure, including the Sudanese and the convergence of the Red Sea,
is also evident, which is mainly strengthened over the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf
and comes towards Iran. In general, the expansion of eastern and western high
pressures in mid-latitudes and relatively strong to strong low pressures in low
latitudes, shows more prominent role of the two extratropical (North Atlantic
Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea) and tropical (Indian Ocean and The Red Sea)
moisture sources in providing the moisture of the atmospheric rivers.

Keywords: Sea Level Circulation Types and Patterns, Atmospheric Rivers, Heavy
Rainfall, Cluster Analysis, Iran
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Abstract

Cultural intelligence has the potential to be generalized to ethnic subcultures within
national culture, so local managers, including Dehyaran, can benefit from it in
daily engagements. This study tried to explore the impact of cultural intelligence
on the contextual performance of village headmen (Dehyaran) in rural area. The
statistical population of the descriptive-analytical study consisted of 24 villages
having totally 23997 households and population of 86856 residents. Out of the
population, 229 people were selected determined by Cochran method and selected
by systematic random sampling. To the sample, 24 village headmen, 24 members
of the Islamic Council of the villages, and 6 administrative experts were added, so
283 questionnaires were completed. The results of structural analysis showed that
cultural intelligence has a positive and direct impact on the yield of dairy farmers
with a coefficient of 0.1729. Among the dimensions of cultural intelligence, the
cultural intelligence strategy with the coefficient of 5.91 had the most significant
positive and significant impact on the contextual performance of the dignitaries in
the studied area and then it was cultural intelligence behavior with a coefficient of
2.923 on the contextual performance of effective managers. In this study, the
villagers who obtained a higher score of cultural intelligence have been able to
show higher levels of contextual performance by self-regulating behaviors in
following up on tasks, hard work, and interpersonal facilitation. In this regard,
programs related to the strengthening of cultural intelligence are proposed through
holding practical workshops by the related organizations.

Keywords: Cultural Intelligence, Dehyaran, Rural Management, Contextual
Performance, Mashhad County
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