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Abstract

The speed of changes of geographical spaces is so high that human strength and
power cannot predict it. In order to prepare for environmental changes, future
studies have replaced traditional forecasting and planning techniques. Scenario
planning is a technique that presents different futures by considering environmental
uncertainties. This research tried to formulate future development scenarios of
Mazandaran province using the scenario writing approach. Delphi method and
opinions of the province's experts were used to identify the driving forces of the
province's development and possible uncertainties ahead. Primary variables were
defined in the framework of the cross-effect matrix in the MikMak prospective
software. According to the high score of direct and indirect influences, 18 main key
factors influence the future regional development of Mazandaran province. These
factors were discussed in this research as the main basis for depicting possible
situations and regional development scenarios of Mazandaran province. Scenario
Wizard software was used to formulate the scenarios. The results showed that a
total of 68 different situations were designed for 18 key factors, which included a
range of favorable to unfavorable conditions. The number of situations for each
factor varied between 3 and 4 depending on the complexity of the province's
conditions. Totally 11 scenarios were divided into 3 groups according to their
degree of desirability. Each group contains several scenarios with almost common
characteristics and little difference in one or more situations among 18 key factors.
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Abstract

Sidewalks are related to social health, urban lifestyle, urban economy and
environmental quality. In recent decades, these urban spaces have attracted the
attention of urban planning experts for such goals as increasing dynamism, social
interactions, environmental issues, and personal and social health. In the last
decade in Mashhad, due to issues such as population growth, tourism, the rapid
growth of the number of cars, the increase in environmental pollutants caused by
transportation, and the increase in the number of sedentary citizens, it is necessary
to support clean transportation that is human-centered environment-friendly. The
metropolis has grown drastically in recent decades, but little attention has been
paid to pedestrians’ needs. This research tried to study the areas that attract
travelers from the perspective of citizens and to introduce active pedestrian-
oriented paths to improve the quality of sidewalks. For this purpose, a
questionnaire was used to get the opinions of people. Moreover, through the
analysis and weighting methods of SAW and AHP and the urban network analysis
model (UNA), the key issues of active walking and travel attraction were
identified. The results show that about 15% of the pedestrian paths of the main
streets can attract pedestrian trips and have a favorable function. If a desirable
pedestrian path is made, an effective step can be taken for improving the physical,
semantic, and human-centered image of this city. The way UNA model was used in
this study can be used for future studies for valuating and weighting buildings and
urban areas.

Keywords: Urban Network Analysis Model, Active Sidewalk, Mashhad, Human-
centered City, Functional Desirability of Sidewalk
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Abstract

The climate-friendly architecture of any geographical area is important for creating
comfortable buildings and improving energy consumption. Using standard data of
EPW and Rayno software and Climate Consultant, the sunny hours were analyzed
using three-dimensional modelling of a desired area of Mashhad city. Moreover,
the wind direction, the degree of hot and cold days, the degree of comfort of
Universal Thermal Climate Index (UTCI) were evaluated. Finally, the best
strategies for designing architecture compatible with the climate of Mashhad using
ASHRAES5 were summarized in 20 categories. The analysis of sundials using a
three-dimensional model showed that with the compaction of the urban fabric,
sundials decrease in these areas and also the main source of sunlight will be on the
southern side of buildings. Regarding the direction and speed, the winds in
Mashhad are generally south and southeast and are generally exposed to light
winds, most of which will be 424 hours in winter. The maximum degrees of hot
and cold days belong to January and July, respectively. Exploring Universal
Thermal Climate Index (UTCI) showed that in general it can be said that spring
and summer, especially May, experience the highest range without thermal stress,
and February has the highest cold stress. In general, 47.84% of year there is no
thermal stress.

Keywords: Climate Adaptation, Architectural Designing, Thermal Demand, Thermal
Stress, Energy Consumption
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Abstract

Geotourism is a relatively new subfield of tourism that focuses on the evaluation,
behavior, and management of landforms as tourism destinations in urban and rural areas.
The achievement of this field would be, in addition to the sustainability of the
environment, the revival and exploitation of the cultural heritage and entrepreneurship of
the indigenous community in urban and rural areas. In line with economic and cultural
developments in rural areas adjacent to geomorphosites and their evaluation, this study
tried to develop a management model with the aim of implementing the results of
geomorphosite evaluation in the rural territory of Mahalat city. This study used field and
library studies. Field studies consist of two stages. The first stage includes the
identification and evaluation of sites and the pathology of the existing situation, and the
second stage includes the formulation of a management model and its adaptation to the
studied characteristics. The results of this study, in the form of a rural geotourism
management model, were categorized into eight main steps: 1) formulating the vision of
geotourism in villages; 2) identifying the ecology of the studied area; 3) evaluating
geomorphosites; 4) identifying the equilibrium capacity of geomorphosites in response to
natural and human hazards; 5) investigating the scale of geotourism; 6) analyzing the
opportunities and challenges of natural management; 7) analyzing the opportunities and
challenges of human management; 8) matching the model with the set goals. Generally,
the determined issues can be met through the interaction of the central government, local
management and experts in order to achieve the goals of geotourism and the
development of rural society. The final results of the implementation of the management
model, including the identification, evaluation, interpretation, application of management
components, show deficiencies in the management process in this field. The local
community, especially the villages (including Khorheh), can use organized sources with
the help of scientific approaches and construct inexpensive tourism infrastructures
(public health services, second homes, brochures, etc.) to bring about the development of
villages, especially improve their employment.

Keywords: Geotourism of Rural Areas, Geomorphosite Potential Evaluation, Rural
Entrepreneurship, Management Model, Mahalat City
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Abstract

This research aimed to explain the regeneration indicators of worn-out structures of
Urmia city. While examining the priority and determining the weight of the indicators
in regeneration, the importance and performance of these indicators and the way of
pursuing them by the relevant institutions are examined and finally the priority of the
indicators are determined. A descriptive-analytical method was used to explain the
regeneration of the city's worn-out structures. For this, 24 indicators, obtained from
reviewing the literature, theoretical foundations, and field studies, were used. The
priority of the indicators in regeneration, and the weight of each were determined. At
the end, to see the compatibility value, the best-worst model was used, then the
importance/performance method was used to check the way of implementing
regeneration indicators. The sample is consisted of 20 people, selected by the snowball
sampling method. The results showed that the regeneration indices of worn-out
structures are consistent with the appropriate value of 0.039, among which the
participation indicator has the best and the population density indicator has the worst
preference. Also, the results obtained from the IPA model showed a great contradiction
between the importance and functions of regeneration indicators, so that most effort,
capital, cost and time for regeneration have been placed on indicators with low priority,
while in important indicators, the level of performance is very low. The results showed
as well that for the regeneration of worn-out structures in Urmia city, the programs
should focus on indicators “individual-group participation”, “improvement of historical
attractions”, and “improvement of employment and income”.
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Abstract

The main goal of this research was to investigate the condition of housing facilities
and its relationship with the level of satisfaction with the living environment in the
region 9 of Tehran. The research method is descriptive-analytical and the research
indicators were obtained from the residents of the region using a questionnaire. The
data were analyzed by SPSS software, using one-sample T-test and regression test.
Iran, as a developing country, has faced the growing trend of urbanization and its
challenges in recent decades, especially in the housing sector. Providing housing in
the last few decades has been one of the most important problems of various
classes, especially low-income families. One of the indicators that is very
important in determining the quality of housing and is an integral part of housing
planning, is the facilities and basic services of housing. The results of one-sample
T-test showed that according to the residents, the condition of housing facilities in
region 9 is inappropriate in some indicators and average in others. The results of
the multiple regression analysis also showed that the variables the presence of
heating facilities and... (0.966), the adequacy of space allocation in the residential
property (0.667) and the quality of construction (0.459). They have the most
importance to achieve satisfaction from the living environment. The results of the
regression analysis test using the Stepwise method for more accurate output also
show that 7 variables out of 11 variables were confirmed with high correlation.
Therefore, adequacy of space allocation in residential property (0.534) and
construction quality (0.461), respectively, show the highest percentage of influence
among the variables.

Keywords: Housing Facilities, Satisfaction with Living Environment, Regression
Test, Region 9 of Tehran
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Abstract

Border diplomacy is one of the subsections of the topic of Para diplomacy (parallel
diplomacy) which has been highlighted in recent decades in accordance with the
increase in the link between geographical spaces and actors. The goal in preventing
border diplomacy is to increase positive actions in the border area based on the
local capacities of these spaces in order to improve the conditions of the border
areas and their development. In order to achieve active diplomacy, in the first step,
one must be able to know the parameters that affect them, and in the second step,
one must be able to use them according to the time and place conditions, needs and
approaches, and most importantly, based on their value for the connected actors;
Based on this, the present research was conducted with a descriptive-analytical
method based on library data and a questionnaire with Friedman's method,
correlation and regression. Using Friedman's test, the parameters of 6 out of 10
dimensions have been investigated in the studied area. In the following, correlation
and regression tests are used to show the degree and importance of the parameters,
and the detailed results of each are fully mentioned in the research. It should be
noted that border parameters have a direct and highly effective relationship with
border diplomacy and play a significant role in the development and optimization
of border spaces.
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to see the impact of creating microfinance funds in
improving the employment in Razan and Famnin cities based on the participation of
local people. Descriptive analytical method and questionnaire were used to collect the
data of this applied research. The statistical population included 4609 households living
in the villages of Rozen and Famnin cities. Using Cochran formula, 360 households
were selected as participant of the sample selected by simple random sampling. To
measure the validity of the research tool (questionnaire), experts’ opinions were used.
Cronbach's alpha was used to measure reliability, which was at a very appropriate level
(0.87). Descriptive statistics (mean, standard deviation) and inferential statistics (one-
sample t-statistics, Pearson correlation and multivariate regression, Kolmogorov-
Smirnov test, one-way variance and Tukey test) were used for data analysis. The
results showed that the highest correlation belongs to the indicators “business
development in the village” and “the ability to create work and self-employment for the
villagers”, respectively, with a beta of 0.300. 0.264, 0.237. Therefore, the establishment
of a microfinance fund will help better employment and sustainability of households in
the village. Moreover, their participation in economic activities will increase, and the
result will be the progress in the production and employment compatible with the
environment, which is in line with the resistance and social economy.

Keywords: Microfinance Fund, Sustainable Employment, Razan and Faminin
Cities
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Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the compressibility of Shandiz city using ecological
city theory. This descriptive-analytical survey was conducted using source map. The
data were entered into Arc GIS software. Using these tools, the variables of each index
regarding the compact city dimension were determined, and then the area, percentage,
and output of the map were determined. Shannon's entropy model was used to measure
the urban spiral growth rate. Density indicators, combination and intensification of use
and the variables of each index were used in the compact city dimension in the city and
three districts of Shandiz city. It was found that the average gross density is 28.86, the
average net density is 63.35, the average population weight is 58.03, the form of
housing (average number of floors) is 1.27, and the average ratio of residential to non-
residential land is 3.13. Based on the entropy coefficient, the horizontal composition in
Shandiz city was 0.89 square meters in 2006 and 0.86 hectares in 2011. Regarding
vertical composition, the total percentage of two-flour buildings is 86.40%, three-flour
buildings are 6.79%, and four-flour buildings are 6.79%. Moreover, dispersion of
facilities and variables of intensity of use, including increase in population, increase in
development, and increase in density in Shandiz city were examined. The results show
the horizontal growth and expansion of Shandiz city, which is caused by the lack of
appropriate policies in the implementation of compact city indicators from the point of
view of sustainable city and ecological city in Shandiz tourism city. To create a
compact city, increasing the density by using vacant lands and buildings, contiguity or
mixing of uses and expanding the use of public transportation in the tourism city of
Shandiz should be considered.
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Abstract

The aims of the present study were 1) to investigate and analyze the tools of urban
management that affects the integrated management of the historical texture of
Shiraz City and 2) the effects and role of each of these tools, such as organizations,
rules and regulations, financial resources, infrastructures of information, and
human resources, on urban management of this part of Shiraz metropolis. The
research method used in this study is descriptive-analytical. Furthermore, required
data was extracted through field study and library research techniques. The
research instruments were interview and questionnaire, which was distributed
through the snowball method among the statistical population. Statistical analysis
of the data was also done through SPSS, Amos Graphic and Smart PLS software
using the Variance- and Covariance-Based Structural Equation Modeling (CB-
SEM). The findings of this research show that the mean score of variables in the
current situation is lower than the average. The results of the structural equation
also illustrate that all urban management tools have direct effects on the integrity of
the historical texture of Shiraz city. In this regard, the role of organizational and
legal agents is more significant than other tools. To realize integrated urban
management in the historical texture of Shiraz metropolis, all urban management
tools should be improved and enhances. In particular, the gap of existing laws
should be resolved and inter-institutional co-operation should be strengthened,
furthermore, information and information infrastructures such as Web GIS and SDI
should be improved and then be used to facilitate purpose of interest.

Keywords: Urban Management, Integrated Urban Management Tools, Shiraz,
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