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An analysis of the relationship between Information and
Communication Technology Development and social identity changes in
rural areas (A case study of Shandiz rural district, Binalud County)

Abstract

present study aimed to investigate the effects of information and
communication technologies on the change of three dimension of social
identity contain spatial- positional, social- cultural and economic
dimensions in 12 villages of Shandiz rural district.

present study and is based on objective, applied- developmental and based
on methodology it is descriptive- analytical. The analytical unit is the
household of the villages and sample community consists of 281 households
in case study area. To analyze the data obtained from the completion of the
questionnaire of different samples and to show the spatial distribution of the
studied villages on the map, GIS and SPSS software has been used.

The result indicate that the use of information and communication
technology is less than average and based on independent T-test, the
development of ICT in the studied area has greatly contribution to the
change of social identity in case study area. As, in the social- cultural
dimension for women its average is 3.08 and for men its 2.93, in spatial-
positional dimension its average for women is 3.06 and for men it is 3.05, in
economic dimension for women its ranking average is 147.4 and for men it



is 134.6. Also, path analysis result showed that among the four studied
tools, TV with 0.384 beta confidence had highest and Internet with 0.118
beta confidence had least impact on the social identity changes of rural
respondents in case study area.

According to the obtained result, it can be stated that ICT has been able to
change the social identity of rural areas.

Key words: rural development, ICT, social identity, Shandiz rural district.
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