Journal of Geography and Regional Development Vol 22, No. 1 (2024) — Serial Number 46

Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License (CC BY 4.0)

d | https://doi.org/10.22067/jgrd.2023.83556.1305

Analysis of the Role of Factors Affecting the Efficiency of National
Division System in Iran (Case Study: Kermanshah Province?')

Negin Rasouli
Ph.D. Student in Political Geography, Department of Geography, Najafabad Branch,
Islamic Azad University, Najafabad, Iran

Hojat Mahkouei?
Associate Professor, Department of Geography, Najafabad Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Najafabad, Iran

Amir Gandomkar
Associate Professor, Department of Geography, Najafabad Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Najafabad, Iran

Received: 22 July 2023  Revised: 24 November 2023  Accepted: 13 December 2023

Abstract

Administrative division is one of the important strategy of governments for the
political organization of a country. Administrative divisions and decentralization are
vital for spatial organization, regional development and balance in Iran. Given the
territorial expanse and the territorial model of the country's administration, which is
of a simple type, the country's administrative division is influenced by the directives
and plans communicated by the capital. A historical survey of the country's provinces
shows that after the Islamic Revolution, some new provinces have emerged , but in
terms of quality, no proper and desirable development trend has been in place.
Kermanshah province, as one of the western provinces of Iran, consists of 14 cities,
31 urban centers, 86 rural areas and 2,793 villages in administrative division of Iran
. The primary goal of this paper is to identify the most influential parameters among
the four political, geographical, economic and social factors underlining the
efficiency of the national administrative division in Kermanshah province. The main
question raised here is “Which of the four political, geographical, economic and
social factors underlining the efficiency of the national administrative division in
Kermanshah province wields the greatest impact?” Therefore, using a quantitative
method, this descriptive-analytical research was conducted. Also, data analysis was
carried out using factor analysis and one-sample T-test. The sample size consisted
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of 95 experts and specialists in the field of administrative divisions in the governorate
of Kermanshah province. The findings suggest that among the four factors
investigated in this article, economic factors have wielded greatest negative impact
on the efficiency of the national administrative division in Kermanshah province.
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Agglomeration Schedule
Cluster Combined - Stage Cluster First Appears
Stage Cluster 1 | Cluster 2 Coefficients Clguster 1 ClusR[Er 2 Next Stage
1 20 30 52.000 0 0 8
2 24 29 105.000 0 0 9
3 2 10 158.500 0 0 9
4 22 23 214.500 0 0 8
5 14 18 270.500 0 0 15
6 3 9 329.000 0 0 7
I 3 11 391.167 6 0 19
8 20 22 454,167 1 4 26
9 2 24 517.917 3 2 25
10 13 25 581.917 0 0 18
11 21 31 647.917 0 0 16
12 4 7 719.417 0 0 21
13 26 28 796.917 0 0 17
14 6 17 875.417 0 0 18
15 14 16 954.750 5 0 24
16 19 21 1035.417 0 11 20
17 5 26 1117.250 0 13 19
18 6 13 1201.500 14 10 23
19 3 5 1292.500 7 17 25
20 1 19 1386.083 0 16 24
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Agglomeration Schedule
Cluster Combined - Stage Cluster First Appears
Stage Cluster 1 | Cluster 2 Coefficients Cluster 1 Cluster 2 Next Stage
21 4 8 1482.583 12 0 27
22 15 27 1580.083 0 0 28
23 6 12 1682.933 18 0 27
24 1 14 1795.064 20 15 26
25 2 3 1913.514 9 19 29
26 1 20 2037.527 24 8 29
27 4 6 2178.302 21 23 28
28 4 15 2331.627 27 22 30
29 1 2 2492.724 26 25 30
30 1 4 2739.806 29 28 0
Dendrogra::.u:lng w.:: Linkage
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