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Abstract

This study analyzes the migration flow network of the counties of Khuzestan Province and examines
the role of economic and demographic variables, including education level and agricultural activities,
in migration trends. The research data were extracted from the results of the 2024 General
Agricultural Census and the 2016 Population and Housing Census, and were analyzed using network
analysis techniques through UCINET, NetDraw, and Excel software.
The findings indicate that Ahvaz County, as the central core of the network, exhibits the highest level
of out-migration and simultaneously plays a key role in directing population flows toward major
destinations such as Tehran and Karaj. The counties of Dezful, Andimeshk, Izeh, and Abadan function
as second-level nodes within the network, facilitating and channeling migration flows.
Correlation analysis results reveal that none of the unemployment indicators—total unemployment,
unemployment among highly educated individuals, and unemployment among illiterate individuals—
show a statistically significant relationship with county-level out-migration. In contrast, the proportion
of agricultural workers and the proportion of highly educated agricultural workers have a significant
effect on out-migration levels. In other words, the population spillover of agricultural workers,
particularly those with higher education degrees, plays a decisive role in shaping out-migration from
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these counties. Accordingly, it is recommended that migration control policies focus primarily on
these population groups.
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