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Abstract

Rural economic development is one of the principal pillars of balanced regional development, and its
realization requires simultaneous attention to economic, social, cultural, and institutional dimensions.
Despite considerable natural and human capacities in the rural areas of llam Province, these regions
continue to face structural barriers to economic development. A significant portion of these obstacles
stems from sociological and institutional factors that have not been systematically identified and
prioritized. The present study aims to identify and prioritize these barriers and to explain the most
significant deterrent factors affecting rural economic development in llam Province. In terms of purpose,
the research is applied, and in terms of approach, it is qualitative with an exploratory nature, employing
the Delphi technique for data collection and analysis. The statistical population consisted of experts
familiar with rural development in the province, including university faculty members in development
sociology, economics, and rural planning, specialists from executive agencies related to rural
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development, and local managers. Purposive sampling was applied, and eighteen experts participated in
three Delphi rounds. In the first round, an initial list of barriers was extracted through semi-structured
interviews and open-ended questionnaires. In the second round, the identified indicators were evaluated
using a closed questionnaire based on a Likert scale. In the third round, feedback was provided to achieve
expert consensus on the importance of the barriers. Data were analyzed using mean, standard deviation,
and Kendall’s coefficient of concordance, and the barriers were prioritized accordingly. The findings
indicated that rural economic development barriers fall into four dimensions: economic, social, cultural,
and institutional. Institutional and social barriers exerted the strongest influence on slowing rural
economic development in Ilam Province.

Keywords: Rural Economic Development, Sociological Barriers, Institutional Factors, Delphi Method,
Ilam Province.
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