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Abstract

The COVID-19 pandemic, as an unprecedented phenomenon in contemporary times, has
caused widespread changes in the world's knowledge and epistemological systems.
Geography, which has long dealt with the fundamental concepts of space, place, and human-
environmental interactions, has been particularly exposed to serious rethinking with the
outbreak of COVID-19. In this regard, the present study uses a qualitative-analytical approach
to examine, analyze, and develop geography in the post-COVID-19 era, and explores key
changes in this field by utilizing a systematic review of sources. The findings show that in the
post-COVID-19 era, the concept of space and place has been redefined and the boundary
between physical and digital space has become less clear. The role of data-centricity and the
expansion of big data in geographic analysis has increased, and health geography and spatial
governance have gained a special place as emerging fields. In addition, the results of the
systematic review showed that geography in the post-COVID-19 era has moved beyond
descriptive and regional analyses and has moved towards the use of smart technologies, spatial
modeling, and network analysis at local and global scales. Meanwhile, geography in Iran is
also facing similar challenges and opportunities; including the need to review spatial analysis
methods, develop health geography, and improve data-driven infrastructure. The knowledge
gaps in the domestic literature, such as the lack of interdisciplinary studies and the weakness in
the use of new technologies, are other important findings of this research. Finally, this study
emphasizes that in order to respond to the needs of the post-COVID-19 world, it is necessary
for geography, as an interdisciplinary science, to adapt to new conceptual and technological
developments and redefine its goals and functions. Overall, the results of this research
emphasize the need for geography to transition from traditional paradigms to data-driven,
hybrid, and justice-oriented approaches that can play a more active role in confronting future
global crises.

Keywords: Conceptual Transformation of Geography; Health Geography; Datafication and
Virtual Space; Spatial Resilience and Risk; Spatial Governance and Justice
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