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Abstract

Uneven development of the national space and the development gap between
different regions of a country can have adverse political-security consequences for a
country and detrimental economic and social effects for people. In this paper, 9 border
provinces and 5 central provinces of Iran are evaluated and compared in terms of 30
development criteria. The data was extracted from the national official statistical
sources, which were then converted into indicators based on models. Then, a measure
called "Province Index" was determined by multiplying the number of indices by the
number of the studied provinces (14x30 = 420), and the relevant values were put into a
matrix with 420 cells and subjected to analysis and interpretation using some central
tendency statistics. Findings showed that the values of central provinces in the 69
province indices and border provinces in 34 province indices were higher than the
average in all provinces. This implies that the non-border provinces are much more
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developed than the border provinces. The mean value of 20 of 30 indicators is higher in
the central provinces than in the border provinces. The difference in mean indicators
suggests the central provinces have a more desirable status in some indicators. Also, on
average, the non-border provinces ranked lower in all indicators (-1.38), revealing that
they are less developed. The development gap is reflected in population shifts from
border provinces to non-border provinces, because from 2011 to 2016, the border and
non-border provinces recorded positive and negative migration rates, respectively.
Findings also shed light on provinces that should be given priority for each indicator to
ensure a balanced development.
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