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Assessing the Effects of Benefit-Oriented Pro-Poor Tourism in Rural Areas and Explaining
(Case Study: Villages Around Zarivar Lake, the Strategies Adopted by Rural Dwellers
Marivan County)

Abstract

Pro-poor tourism development is a widely accepted approach to managing the development of rural
tourism destinations, aiming to alleviate poverty through growth coupled with the redistribution of
tourism benefits. The significance of focusing on rural tourism destinations around Zrivar Wetland,
one of the most important rural tourism hubs in Kordistan Province, is evident given the prevalence
of rural poverty in the region. This applied research was conducted to assess the development status
of this tourism management approach in the villages surrounding the wetland.This descriptive-
analytical study combines theoretical data collection from documentary sources with practical field
surveys. The research adopts a quantitative, comparative, and cross-sectional approach, focusing on
eight villages around Zrivar Wetland. The statistical population includes household heads in the
lagoon's villages, with 363 researcher-designed questionnaires distributed using Cochran's formula
and stratified sampling. The questionnaires included indicators related to rural poverty reduction
influenced by tourism development.Findings from data analysis using inferential statistical tools
revealed unfavorable conditions in three dimensions: economic (2.33), social (average 2.28), and
natural (2.97). Only in the physical-spatial dimension (3.08) did tourism development lead to
relatively positive changes in the quality of life for the rural poor. The economic dimension was
identified as the most influential in explaining the current unfavorable situation regarding tourism's
ineffectiveness in supporting the rural poor, followed by the social dimension.The results indicate a
significant difference in the economic and social dimensions of tourism's impact on the quality of
life of the poor in the studied villages, while no such difference was observed in the natural and
physical dimensions. This discrepancy can be explained by three variables: household size, age, and
diversity of income sources. Key strategies adopted by the rural poor to sustain livelihoods or
benefit from tourism resources include: working as laborers in tourism service centers, increasing
working hours, borrowing money for financing, depleting savings, selling gold and precious metals
as capital reserves, selling or renting land and gardens, obtaining loans, and engaging in virtual
marketing and online sales of handicrafts and accommodation services. These strategies highlight
the lack of pro-poor tourism support in the region and the marginalization of the rural poor in its
tourism market.

Keywords: rural tourism; pro-poor tourism; tourism management; Zrivar Wetland; rural
development
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