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Assessing the Role of Local Management in Achieving Sustainable Rural
Development (Case Study: Rumshkan Township)

Abstract

Achieving sustainable rural development requires attention to all environmental, social, cultural,
economic, physical, institutional, and managerial dimensions. The rural management system has always
been a significant issue for development planners due to its role in the economic, socio-cultural, and
physical development of villages in different communities. This system in Iran has undergone complex
changes in terms of social structures over the years. Although after the victory of the Islamic Revolution
of Iran, organizations such as the Islamic Council, the Hamyar House, the Rural Development Office, etc.
were formed in villages, unfortunately, the lack of efficient and principled management in villages has
created numerous problems for villagers in all these years, especially in the last decade. Therefore, this
research seeks to identify the reflection of the presence of councils and village heads in the development
of Romeshkan villages and evaluate the performance of each. The spatial scope of the research is 10
villages in Romeshkan County and the sample size is 203 people, which was selected using the Cochran
formula. The research method is also a combination of documentary and field methods (questionnaire and
interview). The results have shown that using the single-sample t-test, people's satisfaction with the
economic index in rural areas is below average and relative dissatisfaction has been observed in this
regard. There was a direct and significant relationship in the Pearson correlation coefficient between local
management performance and rural development. The most effective local management performance was
in the socio-cultural index with a coefficient of 0.638 and the least in the economic index with a
coefficient of 0.368 among rural development indicators in Romeshkan County. The most important
causes of the weak performance of local managers in this economy were the lack of budget and the
limitation of their duties.

Keywords: Local Management, Sustainable Rural Development, Managers performance, Rumshkan.



