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Designing a model of sustainable social development based on social barriers
in Bashagard city

Abstract

Today, the topics of sustainable development are one of the areas of interest in different
societies, and in the meantime, social sustainability has a special place because of the high
impact it can have on the level of people's well-being. Despite its great importance, there is
limited knowledge about the aspects and dimensions of the phenomenon of social sustainability
with regard to the local conditions of different regions, and in a way, research in this field has
been neglected to some extent in scientific research. Therefore, the aim of the research is to
design a sustainable social development model based on social barriers in Beshagard city. The
current research is in terms of applied-developmental purpose and is among mixed research. In
the qualitative stage, the theme analysis method was used to design the model. For this purpose,
a semi-structured interview was conducted with 20 professors and experts in the field of urban
and social development and sustainability in universities and cultural heritage organizations who
were selected by a judgmental and targeted method. Based on the findings, social sustainability
includes physical components (urban facilities), social justice, educational and research,
environmental and partnership. In the quantitative part, in order to analyze the data and
determine the levels and rank of Beshagard city, a combination of t-test techniques and
descriptive indicators were used. In this research, the population of Beshagard city was
investigated in the form of two urban and rural areas. In order to determine the sample size,
Morgan's table was also referred to, and due to the unlimited statistical population, the maximum
number of samples equal to 384 people has been considered. Based on the findings, the output of
the t-test showed that the research hypothesis was confirmed at a significant level of 95%, and
this means that social factors have been effective on the underdevelopment of Beshagard city.
Also, based on the results of the hypotheses test, Beshagard city does not have favorable
conditions in terms of social sustainability.

Keywords: sustainable development, social sustainability, social barriers, Beshagard city, theme
analysis
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